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Rar. temporum felicitas, ubi fentire que velis, &F 
que fentias dicere licet. “Yacit. 


mE Arguments of an Author lofe 2 
a| great deal of their Weight, when we 
are perfuaded that he only writes for 
Argument’s fake, and has no real 
Concern in the Caufe which he efpou- 
fes. This ‘is the Cafe of one, who draws his 
Pen in the Defence of Property, without having 
any; except, perhaps, in the Copy of a Libel, 
or a Ballad. One is apt to fulpeét, that the 
Paffion for Liberty, which appears in a Grub- 
{treet Patriot, arifes only from his Apprehenfions 
of a Gaol; and that, whatever he may pretend, 
he does not write to fecure, but to get fome- 
thing of his Own. —_—— Governmert be 
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2 The FreEE-Hovwper. 


Standifh. — 


Iqueftion not but the Reader will conceive a 
Refpyt for the Author of this Paper, from the 
Title of: it; fince, he may be fure, | am fo con- 
fiderable a Man, that I cannot have lef$ than 
forty Shillings a Year. 

I have rather chofen this Title than any other, 
becaufe it is what I moft glory in, and what moft 
effeGually calls to my Mind-the Happinefs of 
that Government under which I live. As a Bri- 
tifo Free-Holder, I fhould not fcruple taking 
place of a French Marquis; and when I fee one 
of my Countreymen amufing himfelf in his little 
Cabbage-Garden, I naturally look upon him as 
a greater Perfon than the Owner of the richett 
Vineyard in Champagne. 

The Houfe of Commons is the Reprefenta- 
tive of Men in my Condition. I confider my 
felf as one who give my Confent to every Law 
which paffes : A Free-Holder in our Govern- 
ment being of the Nature of a Citizen of Xome 
in that famous Commonwealth ; who, by the 
Ele@&tion of a Tribune, had a kind of remote 
Voice in every Law that was ena&ed. So that 
a Freeholder is but one Remove from a Legifla- 
tor, and for that Reafon ought to ftand up in 
the Defence of thofe Laws, which are in fome 
degree of hisown making. For fuch is the Na- 
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overturn’d, he has nothing to lofe but an old Re 





ture of our happy Conftitution, that the-Bulk of — | 


the People virtually give their Approbation to e- 
very thing they are bound to obey, and prefcribe 
to themfelves thofe Rules by which they are to 
walk. 

At the fame time that I declare I am a 
Free-holder, 1 do not exclude my felf from any 
other Title. .A Free-Holder may be either a 
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Voter, or a Knight of the Shire ; a Wit, ora 
Fox-hunter ; a Scholar, ora Soldier; an Alder- 
man, or a Courtier ; a Patriot, or a Stock-Job- 
ber. But I chufe to be diftinguith’d by this De- 
nomination, as the Free-Holder is the Bafis of 
all other Titles. Dignities may be gratted upon 
it; but this isthe fubltantial Stock, that conveys 
to them their Lite, Tafte, and Beauty; and 
without which they are no more than Bl floms, 
that would fall away with every Shake of 
Wind. 

And here I cannot but take occafion to con- 
gratulate my Countrey upon the Increafe of this 
happy Tribe of Men, fince, by the Wifdom of 
the prefent Parliament, I find the Race of Free- 
Holders {preading into the remotett Corners of 
the Ifand. I mean that A& which pafs’d in the 
late Sefflion for the Encouragement of ‘Loyalty 
in Scotland: By which it is provided, That all 
aud every Vajal and Vaffals i Scotland, who 
fhall continue peaceable, and in dutiful Allegiance 
to His Majejty, His Ldeirs and Succeffors, buiding 
Lauds or Tenements of any Offender (guilty of 
High-Treafon] who bolds fuch Lands or Lene- 
ments immediately of the Crown, fhail be vefted 
and feized, and are hereby enacted aud ordaincd to 
hold the faid Lands or Tenements of His Majcfty, 
His Heirs and Succeffors, in kee and Hevitage for 
ever, by fuch manncr-of holding, as any yuch Of- 
fender ‘held fuch Lands or Tenements of the 
Crown, &c. 

By this Means it will be in the Power of a 
Highlander to be at all times a good Tenant, 
without being a Rebel; and to deferve the Cha- 
racter of a faithful Servant, without thinking 
himfelf obliged to follow his Mafter to the Gal- 
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How can we iufficiently extol the Goodnefs 
of His prefent Majefty, who is not wiiling to 
have alingle Slave in his Dominions! Or enough 
rejoice in the Exercife of that Loyalty, which, 
inftcad of betraying a Man into the moft igno- 
minious Servitude, (as it does in fome of our 
neighbouring Kingdoms) entitles him to the 
highc{t Privileges of Freedom and Property! It 
is now to be hoped, that we fhall have few Vaf- 
fals, but to the Laws of our Countrey. 

When thefe Men have a Tafte of Property, 
they will naturally love that Conftitution from 
which they derive fo great a Bleffing. There is 
an unfpeakable Pleafure in calling any thing 
one’sOwn. A Free-Hold, tho’ it be but in Ice 
and Snow, will make the Owner pleafed in the 
Pofleffion, and ftout in the Defence of it; and 
is a very proper Reward of our Allegiance to 
our prefent King, who (by an unparallel’d In- 
{tance of Goodnefs in a Sovereign, and Infatu- 
ation in Subje&ts) contends for the Freedom of 
his People againft themfelves ; and will not fuf- 
fer many of them to fall into a State of Slave- 
ry, which they are bent upon with fo much Ea- 
gernefs and Obftinacy. 

A Free-Holder of Great Britain, is bred with 
an Averfion to every thing that tends to bring 
him under a Subje&tion to the arbitrary Will of 
another. Of this we find frequent Inftances in 
all our Hiftories ; where the Perfons, whofe 
Characters are the moft amiable, and ftrike us 
withthe higheft Veneration, are thofe who {tood 
up manfully againft the Invafions of Civil Li- 
berry, and the complicated Tyranny which Po- 
pery impofes upon our Bodies, our Fortunes, 
and our Minds. ‘What adefpicable Figure then 
mult the prefent Mock-Patriots makein the Eyes 
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of Pofterity, who venture to be hang’d, drawn 
and quartered, for the Ruin of thofe Civil Rights. 
which their: Anceftors rather than part with, 
ehofe tobe cut to Pieces in the Field of Battel # 
And what an Opinion will after Ages enter- 
tain of Their Religion who bid fair for a Gib- 
bet, by endeavouring to bring in a Superftition, 
which their Forefathers perifhed in Flames to 
keep out ? 

But how inftructive foever the Folly of thefe 
Men may prove to future Times, it will be 
my Bufinefs more immediately to confult the 
Happinefs of the Age in which I live. And 
fince fo many profligate Writers have endeavou- 
red to varnifh over a bad Caufe, I fhall do all 
in my Power torecommend a good One, which 
indeed requires no more than barely to explain: 
what it is. While many of my gallant Coun- 
treymen are employed in purfuing Rebels half 
difcomfited through the Confcioufnefs of their 
Guilt, I fhall labour. to improve thofe Victories. 
to the Good of my Fellow-Subjeéts ; by carry- 
ing on our Succeffes over the Minds of Men, 
and by reconciling theim to the Caufe of their 
King, their Countrey, and their Religion. 

o this End, I thall in the Courfe of this Pa- 
per (to be publifhed every Monday and Friday), 
endeavour to openthe Eyes of my Pvnsasievenbn 
to their own Intereft, to fhew them the Privi- 
leges of an:Exgli/h Free-Holdet, which they en- 
joy incommon with my-felf, and to make them: 
fenfible how thefe Bleflings are fecured to us by 
his Majefty’s Title, his Adminiftration,. and his- 
Perfonal Charaéter. 

I have only one Requeft to make to my-Rea- 
ders, that they will perufe thefe Papers with the 
fame Candour and Impartiality in which they are 
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